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Lesson 1 - Downloading Publicly Available Data 
 

Exercise 1-4 
 

Objective: Retrieval of a Soil Series Map from Soil Survey Geographic (SSURGO) database. 
 

1. Go to the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources (DNR) website at www.dnr.ne.gov 
and locate the DATA BANK - MAPS AND DATA section. 

 

 
 
 

2. Click the Soils tab. 

 
 

3. On the following page, select the SSUGO (Soil Survey Geographic) Database link. 
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4. On the following page, click the Immediate Download of SSURGO database from 
DNR’s FTP Site link. 

 

 
 

5. On the next page (Download Nebraska SSURGO Data), select Saunders County. 
 

 
 

6. On the new page, right click the Soil Lines (Polygon Coverage) link and choose the 
Save Target As option to save ssurgo.zip in your working directory. 
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7. Using Windows Explorer, right click the ssurgo.zip file name, select the Extract All 
option and extract the ssurgo.e00 file containing soils data for the entire Saunders 
County. 
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